Rena McLeese
May 22, 1935 - December 30, 2018

Rena McLeese, 83 of Secor passed away on December 30, 2018 at Meadows Mennonite
Home in Chenoa. She was born on May 22, 1935 in Ellsworth, IL to the late Latney and
Gressie (Decker) Brooks.
She was preceded in death by 1 sister Reva Sparrow.
Rena is survived by 2 daughters: Deborah (Ken) Washer of Secor, IL; Susan Moxley of
Fordsville, KY; 7 brothers: Norman (Helen) Brooks of Clinton, IL; Eugene (Donna) Brooks
of Heyworth, IL; Lateny Jr. (Carol) Brooks of MO; Albert (Shelly) Brooks of TX; James
Michael (Peggy) Brooks of Heyworth, IL; Timothy (Fonda) Brooks of KY; Robert (Nancy)
Brooks of Heyworth, IL; 2 sisters Betty (Dale) Harvel of Hattiesburg, MS; Hazel (Charlie)
Law of Heyworth, IL; 6 grandchildren and 9 great grandchildren.
A celebration of life will be held at a later date. Cremation rites have been entrusted to
Ruestman Harris Funeral Home in ElPaso. Online tributes and condolences can be made
at ruestmanharris.com. Memorial contributions in honor of Rena may be made to the
Alzheimer’s Association or to Meadows Mennonite Retirement Community of Chenoa.
Do Not Stand At My Grave and Weep
By Mary Elizabeth Frye
Do not stand at my grave and weep
I am not there; I do not sleep.
I am a thousand winds that blow,
I am the diamond glints on snow,
I am the sun on ripened grain,
I am the gentle autumn rain.
When you awaken in the morning's hush
I am the swift uplifting rush
Of quiet birds in circled flight.
I am the soft stars that shine at night.
Do not stand at my grave and cry,
I am not there; I did not die.

Comments

“

To all of Rena's kids, grands, and greats: I know your hearts are broken because of
the loss of someone so kind, gentle and full of grace, but we all know she is in
Heaven with the ones she loved that have gone before. She is surrounded by love
such as she has never known.
Rena was my second mom; she read to me, colored with me, drew pictures and
played paper dolls. I'm sure she got aggravated with me, but I don't remember her
being mad. I remember her holding me on her lap and reading "The Highwayman"
while Latney sat on the floor by the chair as she read.
God has a very special Angel in Rena.

Betty - January 09 at 08:00 PM

“

Thank you so much for sharing. She definitely was the kindest, most gentle person I've
ever known. We are missing her terribly but so relieved that she's no longer suffering.
Deb - January 11 at 12:19 PM

