Kurt Haas
May 27, 1966 - November 26, 2018

Kurt Haas 52, of Bloomington, formerly of ElPaso passed away on November 26, 2018 at
the University of Chicago Hospital after a courageous battle with cancer. He was born on
May 27, 1966 in Bloomington, IL to Thomas F. and Carol (Mohr) Haas.
He married Lisa Ann Stith on December 11, 1993 in Minonk, IL. She survives. Fate
brought them together with an unexpected meeting and it was love at first sight!
He is survived by 1 daughter Alexis Nicole Haas of Bloomington, IL; his mother and stepfather Carol (Ken) Sampson of Normal, IL; 5 brothers Frank (Bonnie) Haas of Elpaso, IL;
Russ (Myrna) Haas of Normal, IL; Ray (Donna) Haas of Bloomington, IL; Clyde (Sharon)
Haas of Clinton, IL; Tim Haas of Bloomington, IL; 3 sisters Lillian Howell of Bloomington,
IL; Jean Haas of Normal, IL; Michelle Sampson of Leroy, IL; and many beloved nieces and
nephews.
He was preceded in death by his father Thomas Haas; his step-mother Dorothy Haas; and
his maternal grandparents Clyde and Irene Mohr; and his paternal grandparents Frank
and Lillian Haas.
Kurt graduated from Mazon-Verona-Kinsman high school in 1984. Kurt then proudly
served his country in the U.S. Navy for 8 ½ years until March of 1993. After his military
service he worked for Central Soya in Gibson City for a few years before starting his
career at the City of Bloomington for 17 years. He started as a building inspector and
ended up as the Superintendent of Streets and Sewers. While working at the City of
Bloomington, he earned his Bachelor of Science at Illinois State University in Construction
Management with Summa Cum Laude honors. He left the City to accept a job as the
Director of Maintenance at Bloomington & Normal Water Reclamation District.
He was a member of the First Baptist Church of Minonk where he helped the church in
various minor capacities throughout the years. Kurt had a strong faith in the Lord that
helped him these last few years as he dealt with his pain and it inspired others to see him
remain so positive. He was an avid Chicago White Sox’s fan inspiring others to also like
the team. Kurt was a big kid at heart, he loved playing with his nephews, nieces and
children of friends, and loved doing things that would benefit kids of all ages. He was a
proud Girl Scout Dad joining the Girl Scouts to help his wife with their daughter’s troop and
teaching the girls that any day that ended in a “Y” was a good day for Dairy Queen! He

also was willing to help family and friends in any way that he could. He enjoyed electrical
projects, cars and fixing up his 1964 ½ Mustang.
Kurt will be remembered as a loving husband of almost 25 years to Lisa and a father who
loved Alexis so much and wanted to do so many more important things with her! He was
positive, smiling, inspiring, happy, loving, a true gentleman, helpful, a great and
memorable boss who impacted many and cared for the safety of his employees, a good
listener and advice giver, and a great and treasured friend and mentor to many.
A visitation will be held on November 30, 2018 at Ruestman-Harris Funeral Home in
Minonk from 4-7 pm. Funeral Service will be on December 01, 2018 at the RuestmanHarris Funeral Home in Minonk at 11 am with a visitation 1 hour before. Reverend Harry
Sanders will officiate. Burial with military rites will follow at Minonk Township Cemetery.
Memorial contributions may be made to the First Baptist Church of Minonk or to the
College Fund for Alexis Haas in lieu of flowers. Online tributes and condolences may be
let at ruestmanharris.com
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Comments

“

Jay & Katie Wilson lit a candle in memory of Kurt Haas

Jay & Katie Wilson - November 30, 2018 at 04:23 PM

“

Verne & Jennifer Hughart lit a candle in memory of Kurt Haas

Verne & Jennifer Hughart - November 30, 2018 at 03:09 PM

“

Kurt and I worked together at the Building Safety Dept. for several years. I was also
in the Navy, 65-70. I was the electrical inspector, I am now retired. Fun times,
learning, doing inspections together, going to IAEI meetings together. Kurt was a
good friend, will be greatly missed. May God always be at your side.
Mike Alwes

Mike Alwes - November 30, 2018 at 10:37 AM

“

Deepest condolences to Lisa and Alexis, as well as the rest of the family on the
death of your spouse and father. I had no idea what you all were going through. Life
is short. Be kind, loving and forgiving. Bring joy to one another. God bless you.

Janet Halsey - November 30, 2018 at 10:14 AM

“

Thinking of all of you, Brian & Christy Kline

Christy Kline - November 29, 2018 at 08:17 PM

“

Lisa, please accept my sincere condolences. I'm praying for comfort and peace for
you and your family.

Denise Robinson - November 29, 2018 at 07:16 PM

“

A great former co-worker and person. Always upbeat, positive, had a smile on his
face, a great laugh, and willing to go the extra mile to do his job and help out the
residents of Bloomington, IL. He will be missed. I can remember us walking through
one of salvage yards on Bunn St. He made my job fun while I was there. RIP Kurt
and enjoyed knowing you.
-Tim Gillenwater

Tim Gillenwater - November 29, 2018 at 05:19 PM

“

Julie Robards lit a candle in memory of Kurt Haas

Julie Robards - November 29, 2018 at 10:21 AM

“

Betty McCain lit a candle in memory of Kurt Haas

Betty McCain - November 29, 2018 at 10:18 AM

“

Ray and Donna,
So sorry to hear of your brother's passing. Please accept my deepest sympathy.
Terri Iden Kovalchik

Terri Kovalchik - November 29, 2018 at 09:21 AM

“

He was truly the best boss I ever worked for. You could disagree one moment and be
laughing the next. He treated people with respect and was given respect by
everyone who knew him. He loved his his wife and child and when he spoke of them
he would always be smiling. Not bad for a short time here on earth. He was loved,
had a loving family and friends. He had employees that would respect him and in
return got respect. He was a hard worker, family man, had many friends and had
respect from all who knew him. He put a lot in a short time. God bless you Kurt. Rest
In Peace.

Mark McIntosh - November 28, 2018 at 10:36 PM

“

I meet Kurt while in the Navy. We were in the same Boot camp company at RTC
Great Lakes. Kurt was the company Assistant Recruit Chief Petty officer. We called
him "Robin", as in Batman and Robin. Never figured out where we got the nickname.
He was squared away in Bootcamp and he was a good leader. I ran in to him a
couple of times during our career and he never failed to have a smile and a ready
handshake. We've talked off and on over the years via facebook. He displayed great
strength and resolve during his illness. He was always upbeat and a pleasure to talk
to. I will miss those chats.
Prayers for his family and friends. Use Kurt's inner strength to get you through your
grief.
You are relieved, Take your well earned rest. We have the watch

Fair Winds and Following Seas, My Friend.
Raymond Merritt
Katy, Texas
Raymond W Merritt - November 28, 2018 at 08:52 PM

