Helen Louise Odette
November 26, 1920 - August 7, 2019

Helen Louise Odette, 98, of El Paso, formerly of Watseka, passed away on August 7,
2019, at Heritage Health in El Paso. She was born on November 26, 1920, in Iroquois, IL,
to George and Carrie (Hokensen) McClatchey. She married James Odette on July 22,
1945, in Kankakee. He preceded her in death on March 1, 2005.
She is survived by 1 son: Dave (Linda) Odette of Bloomington; 3 granddaughters: Carrie
Odette of Lakewood, CO, Kacey (Nyoman) Jawato of El Segunda, CA, and Keelin
Schaffrath of Grand Junction, CO.
Helen was preceded in death by her parents, husband, 2 brothers and 1 sister.
She lived in the Watseka area for many years before moving to Bloomington and
becoming a resident at Westminster Village. Helen always had an infectious smile and
loved to send out greeting cards to brighten people's lives. She will definitely be
remembered for her ability to bake the best coconut cream pies.
Private family burial will take place at Mound Grove Cemetery in Kankakee at a later date.
Ruestman-Harris Funeral Home is assisting the family with the funeral arrangements.
Online tributes and Condolences may be made at ruestmanharrisfuneralhome.com.
Memorial Contributions may be directed to the Watseka First United Methodist Church or
Heritage Health Activity Fund in El Paso.

Comments

“

To Dave and family: I'm so sorry for your loss. I grew up across the street in Watseka
and remember Helen as one of the nicest ladies ever. She will always be
remembered with happy thoughts and smiles. Karen Thomison Coventry

Karen - August 10 at 03:55 PM

“

Helen was like my second mom, loved her so much! Helen was such a great inspiration to
me when I was young! Dave was my best friend and best adopted brother! My heart was
saddened to hear of Helen's passing! Dave I send my thoughts and prayers! I wish I would
known where you all were because my brother Tom lives in Bloomington! I I had asked
Marilyn Timbers but she never answered my text! Jim and Helen are now
together........what a great couple! I live in Jacksonville, Illinois!
Ruthie Gargano Donovan - August 11 at 10:57 AM

“
“

I meant Marilyn and Tom Timbers is who I texted!
Ruthie Gargano Donovan - August 11 at 11:00 AM

To Dave and family: My heart was saddened to see that Helen has passed away. I
remember the first time i meet her and Jim. Dennis had taken me to Kankakee to visit his
parents. Jim and Helen were in their kitchen playing cards. I am sure they are in heaven
playing cards with them now. Please take care Know that i will be thinking of you and your
family at this time.
Connie Bass
Connie Bass - August 12 at 10:31 AM

“

Jim, Helen And Dave were our next door neighbors for many years until 1968 when we
moved from Watseka. So many
wonderful memories of those years. Helen was a thoughtful,
and caring friend and will always remain in my heart.
betty farr - August 12 at 12:28 PM

“

Aunt Helen was the kindest, most loving , caring and thoughtful aunt. I have such happy
memories from our visits to Watseka many years ago. I knew that my sister and I would
always be welcomed and loved when we were there. She never missed a birthday over the
years and I looked forward to her cards and sweet letters. My love of cooking came from
Aunt Helen, as she was the best cook ever, along with her mom, Grandma McClatchey.
Even though distance kept us apart, she was always in my heart and always will be. Aunt
Helen, you are loved.
Diana Ruhman - August 12 at 01:41 PM

“

I was so fortunate to call this lady my aunt. Some of my fondest memories were our visits to
Watseka to visit Aunt Helen, Uncle Jim and my cousin Dave. Aunt Helen loved to show her
California nieces off and she made sure our trips there were filled with fun, love, and
always yummy things to eat. She was always so kind and had the most generous spirit.
She made a special trip to California for my wedding and even injured her foot during her
travels, but it did not prevent her from being part of my special wedding day. She never

missed a birthday or holiday as she always sent a card with a note even when her eyesight
was failing. My two sons remember the cards she sent to them and her thoughtfulness of
never forgetting their birthdays or holidays. She was such a special, kind, sweet, caring,
and unselfish person. I am happy that she and Uncle Jim are together again, and Dave I
want you to know that you are always in my heart. I love you Aunt Helen and I am so
thankful for all of the wonderful memories that you gave to me. XOXO
Susie Brisendine
Susie Brisendine - August 12 at 07:41 PM

