Eugene D. "Gene" Heller
November 19, 1929 - October 27, 2019

El Paso – Eugene D. “Gene” Heller, 89, of El Paso, IL, passed away at 7:34 p.m. on
October 27, 2019, at Advocate BroMenn Medical Center in Normal, IL.
Gene was born on November 19, 1929, in Secor, IL to Martin “Bud” and Louise Schieber
Heller. He married Doris A. Wadsworth on October 1, 1950, in El Paso, IL. She passed
away on April, 19, 2018.
Surviving are daughters Cheryl (Jim) Higgins of The Villages, FL, and Amy (Brian) Copple
of El Paso; sons Dan (Karen) Heller of Bloomington, and Marty (Shelly) Heller of Pontiac;
exchange student Alfredo “Chicho” (Tricia) Fernandez of Bolivia. Also surviving are seven
grandchildren: Brandi Higgins, Neil (Jennifer) Heller, Adam (Jaclyn) Heller, Moli (Alex)
Koulos, Jake (Jordan Johns) Heller, Matt Copple, Meghan Heller, and four greatgrandchildren: Halle, Henry, Harrison, and Hayden Heller, plus two more on the way.
He was preceded in death by his parents, wife, and brother Paul Heller.
Gene served in the United States Army during the Korean Conflict. He and his wife
founded Heller Ford, El Paso, in February of 1957. He was a member of Trinity Lutheran
Church of El Paso where he served as an Elder. Gene also served as Chairman of Ford
Dealers Advertising Funds and was El Paso’s Senior Citizen of the Year.
Visitation will be Wednesday, October 30, 2019, from 4 to 7 p.m. at Ruestman-Harris
Funeral Home in El Paso. Funeral services will be held Thursday, October 31, 2019, at
11:00 a.m. at Trinity Lutheran Church in El Paso with visitation starting 1 hour prior to
service. Pastor Jonathan Boehne will officiate. Burial with military honors will follow at
Evergreen Cemetery in El Paso.
Memorial contributions may be made to the Trinity Lutheran Church Building Fund or the
El Paso Fire District. Online condolences may be sent to the family at
ruestmanharrisfuneralhome.com.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Ruestman-Harris Funeral Home - October 29 at 03:40 PM

“

We are very sorry to hear about Eugene's passing and hope these words will give you
comfort. He was such a caring friend and neighbor to our family (Les Baumann) and we
were blessed to have him in our lives. He was an honorable man of strength and
exemplary deeds. Marilyn always knew she could count on Eugene when our Dad was out
of town on business. She had to call him many times during storms; when our basement
was flooding and one time when it was storming and the wind pushed our boat out into the
middle of Fourth Street and he helped get it back into the driveway. He was always busy
with his family and business, but would take time to help or check on us and make sure
Marilyn was handling things correctly at home. Just knowing he was in the neighborhood
was very comforting.
Every time we see a man with a toothpick in his mouth and pant leg stuck in his boots, we
think of Eugene. He would stop whatever he was doing to talk to Marilyn (just a little girl at
the time) when she went to Heller Ford with Dad. He even took time to personally look for
both my sister's and my first cars. He followed Dad's stringent guidelines for our first cars
being very "sturdy", maybe not the color we wanted, but for sure safe.
Losing someone we are close to is never easy; but remembering all of the good things they
have done in their life and the difference they made in other people's lives, we hope helps
ease the pain. Eugene's friendship to my Dad and our family will never be forgotten. Death
can never take a good man away, because in the hearts of people he inspired, his legacy
will remain.
Marilyn & Deb
Deb Baumann - October 31 at 10:30 PM

“

Danny, sorry for your loss. Your Dad always treated me well. Hambone

Doug Harroun - October 31 at 07:51 PM

“

Marty,
You and your family have my deepest sympathy regarding your father's passing.
Although I did not know him, it is obvious that he raised his children right as
demonstrated their joining him at Heller Ford. All comments I heard about the

dealership through the years were positive. His family business success is a
testimony to his integrety. Setbacks (our secret) are just minor bumps in the road of
life. I was an average student who my high school counselor never wanted to waste
his precious time talking to regarding college. I did not let him influence me to giving
up on my life goals. May God bless the entire Heller Family.
Ron
Ron Ulmer - October 31 at 03:07 PM

“

My most sincere and heartfelt condolences to you, Marty and to all of your family,
relatives and loved ones, as well as all who knew and loved your father throughout
his lifetime. Cherish the memories, for that is why we have been given them.
Peace Within.
"Boris" Boden, Kim Boden and Chloe Boden
Pontiac, IL and Naperville, IL
Also from my Mom, Elaine Boden
Thank you for always being wonderful and caring neighbors to her and to my Dad
when he was still with us.

"Boris" Boden - October 30 at 03:54 PM

“

Cindy and I have fond memories of family time with Gene, Doris, Cheryl, and Dan
growing up. Mom and Dad had good times with Gene and Doris in Florida. We were
all blessed having wonderful parents.

Deb Ludeman Snyder - October 30 at 10:39 AM

“

Cheryl, my sympathy goes out to you and your family. So sorry to hear about your
dad !

Peggy McBride - October 30 at 08:42 AM

“

To Amy and Brian,
My deepest sympathy to you on the death of your father.
I still remember the wonderful time we shared during my AFS year back in 1985.
Gene and Doris were always nice to me, and I never forget their smile.
Please know that I am thinking of you.
Your best friend in Japan,
Yasuko Tsuda Mizuno

Yasuko Mizuno - October 29 at 06:51 PM

“

We are so sorry for your loss....thoughts and prayers to all of you....
Patty & Buddy Dodson

Patty Dodson - October 29 at 12:31 PM

“

For a moment this weekend, our families reconnected. Dad remembered the first red
and white car he bought from your dad and mom when they first opened their
dealership! Some folks told dad that it was kinda flashy Please know you have our
deepest sympathy. Praying God’s comfort on you all!
The Roy Zimmerman family

Jeanette Lavallier - October 29 at 08:40 AM

“

To Dan and Karen, Marty and Shelly, Jim and Cheryl, and Amy and Brian (and gang),

Jim and I loved Doris and Gene - almost as second parents! I (Alicia) worked for him
and for Dan for 7 years at Heller Ford. Gene faithfully chewed on a toothpick to the
right side of his mouth. He didn’t know a stranger and he cocked his head to the side
when he was listening intently to someone. He loved to help people get their vehicles
fixed and back on the road. He was a shrewd business man. Nearly every day his
one pant leg was caught high up on the top of his boot while the other one extended
down like normal. To this day, if one of our pant legs gets caught up on our calf while
we are walking, Jim and I say, “OK, are you pulling a Gene Heller?” He was a
generous, God-loving man who cared deeply for his family and provided well for
them.
Gene and Doris raised a wonderful, God-fearing set of 4 kids who are all
considerate, fun-loving, generous, and faithful. They can be proud of the legacy they
left behind. They are rejoined now and reaping the rewards of their hard, servantminded work here on earth and their fundamental belief that Jesus was their Savior.
While we will miss Gene, we are comforted by the fact that he is home—his
permanent home and he is restored! He is reunited with his precious wife, Doris, and
he is safe in the arms of Jesus!
Love to the family,
Jim and Alicia Miller

Alicia Miller - October 29 at 07:22 AM

“

Ray and I send our deepest sympathies to all of you. Ray will really miss visiting with
Gene. My memory of your dad goes way back to your Great grandpa Heller when I
was living in Secor when I(Judy) was a young girl. May our Lord comfort you at this
time.

JUDITH VALENTINE - October 28 at 05:17 PM

