Donald L. Toole
March 1, 1931 - March 15, 2019

Donald Leroy Toole, 88, of Ashton, IL, died March 15, 2019 at The Franklin Grove Nursing
and Rehabilitation Center in Franklin Grove, IL.
He was born March 1, 1931 in Woodford County to Leroy and Dorothy Toole. He married
Shirley Furrow of El Paso on March 31, 1956 in St. Louis, MO. She passed away on May
25, 2008.
Don is survived by his two children, Steve (Kim) Toole of Ashton and Lisa (John) Connell
of Crystal Lake; six grandchildren, Emma and Anna Toole, Maddison (Patrick) Barnaby,
Amanda (Chris) Young, Amy (Rich) Simone, and Ashley (Tony) Huffines; six greatgrandchildren, Lauren, Madilyne, Rachel, and Randy Simone, and Dennisen and William
Young; two sisters, Bonnie (David) Darnall of Secor and Cindy (Neil) Kelsey of Minonk and
many nieces, nephews, great-nieces and great-nephews.
Don was preceded in death by his wife Shirley; son, Scott Douglas Toole; his sister
Dorothy (Jim) Elgin.
Don attended El Paso High School and graduated from Illinois State University where he
majored in education, and participated in football and track. Don also attended the
University of Illinois for his graduate work.
Don began his teaching career in Elliott, IL and shortly after became principal at Gibson
City Elementary School and Junior High. In 1970, Don and his family moved from Elliott to
McHenry, IL where he served as principal of McHenry Junior High and then Parkland
Junior High until his retirement in 1987. Don was known as a caring educational leader
and an advocate for all of his students. He was also a partner in owning and operating
McHenry’s Favorite Sport Center.
Don enjoyed sports and was an avid fisherman and hunter. He loved his family and
friends, traveling, collecting treasures, and helping anyone in need.

Funeral services will be held at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday. March 23, 2019 at RuestmanHarris Funeral Home in El Paso. Pastor Farrel Stauffer will officiate. Visitation will be held
one hour prior to services on Saturday at the funeral home. Family burial will be in the
Secor Cemetery.
Memorial contributions may be made to Donald Toole’s Alzheimer’s Association page on
http://act.alz.org/goto/dontoole . Online condolences may be sent to the family at
www.ruestmanharrisfuneralhome.com.
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Comments

“

Thanks to all of you who have shared condolences, stories, and memories of Don. The Toole Family.

Steve Toole - March 28 at 07:41 PM

“

I have such nice memories of Mr Toole. He was my grade school & junior high
principal until I moved from Gibson City in 1969. Just a few weeks ago, I was telling
my husband about how friendly & kind Mr Toole was. He made kids feel safe & want
to do well. I'm lucky to have known him!

Susan Davis-Rohde - March 21 at 12:20 PM

“

Mr. Toole was my first introduction to formal schooling, way back in 1960 at Gibson
City Elementary. He was such a wonderful man and always smiling. He made me
feel as if I was ok -and I hadn't had much of that in my life up to then. I will always
remember him as the friend I had to count on. Godspeed, Mr. Toole. You touched a
lot of lives. You won't be forgotten. Millie

Millie Sowers - March 21 at 08:51 AM

“

Steve & family,
I will never forget your dad!! He was not only an awesome principal but just a very
kind man.. Our thoughts and prayers are with you and your family during this difficult
time.
Cindy (Miller) Holtz

Cindy (Miller) Holtz - March 20 at 09:44 PM

“

Goodbye, Mr Toole. Say hi to Mrs. Van Cleave for me.

Cynthia - March 20 at 09:00 PM

“

My deepest sympathies to you, Steve and Lisa, on the passing of your dear father.
My teaching career began with your father hiring me in 1969 at Gibson City as a Jr.
High Physical Education teacher. Even though I only taught under him for one year, I
learned what a kind man he was in his daily interactions with the students, parents
and staff. Over the years I wondered where he was and what he was doing. Not
surprisingly, it appears he touched the lives of many, many people. I am so grateful
that your dear father gave me the start of a very rewarding 32 years of teaching. May
God be with you and your family. Anita Gibb

Anita Gibb - March 20 at 11:14 AM

“

Condolencese fo the family. Was a friend of Don living in Secor. Graduated with him in :48
Wonderful friend. G.M. "Bud" Jurgens.
Bud Jurgens. Naples,Fl - March 20 at 06:30 PM

“

7 files added to the album Memories Album

Steve Toole - March 19 at 05:52 PM

“

What can you say about a guy like this. He was one of those people who come into
your life and mold you to be the person you are due to following his example. Don
and I loved to go to farm auctions to the dismay of both our wives as they were never
sure of just what "treasure" we would return with, loved the Cubs with all his heart
and would talk for hours on just exactly what they needed, would give help to
ANYONE who needed it at any time.
Don was an avid fisherman and he and I traveled a few times just to that right spot
for the big ones, sitting in the boat till late at night just laughing about the "one that
got away".
Loved taking his grandkids fishing for hours and taking of the fish as they were icky
to the touch. He loved spending time with them as it was a true Rockwell moment to
watch.
Taught me about home repair and just how to fix those little things around the house
as his knowledge was unending. One little trick he showed me was how to adjust the
angle of your Christmas tree with some strategically placed fishing line, till my wife
got home and "adjusted" our approach to the problem. I could go on forever but I'm
sure the aren't characters available on this page to make that happen.

All in all, Don was that truly special man proud of his family and who was all giving
right down to the end, offering to help with anything he could. He was my friend, my
father-in-law and I will miss him greatly. Rest In Peace my friend.
John Connell
John Connell - March 19 at 01:03 PM

“

So wonderfully said John
Bonnie Darnall (Donnie’s little sister) - March 19 at 10:05 PM

